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ON THE 


Countries, Religion, Learning, Numbers, 
Forms of Government, and the Chief 


Cauſe of the Succeſſes of the Nations, 
by which the Roman Empire was pulled 
. down. 


* HE Saxovs, having been by the Greeks 


and Romans reckoned Superiour to all 
other barbarous Nations, as they were 
pleaſed to call them, for Wit, for Strength 
of Body, and the Enduring of the Toils of 
War, I ſhould be unjuſt to our Anceſtors, if 
I did not give them the Precedency here. 
They-were Originally a People in the Cim- 
bricus Cherſoneſus, and did live all along the 
Eaſtern Coaſt of the German, and the Sou- 
thern Coaſt of the Balrick Seas, They were 
divided into ſeveral Nations, as the Axgli, 
who lived in the Country where the City of 
Sleſwick 
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Sleſwick is now; the Jutæ, the Feruli, the 
Verni, the YVandali, the Longobardi; and 
to which, the Scoti, may, I believe, be 
added. 
The Saxons having more Wit and Courage 
than their Neighbours, might think it hard 
that the wiſeſt and braveſt Men ſhould have 
the worſt Countries; ſo they invaded the 
Friſij, and having made themſelves Maſters 
of their Country, which was, Freezland, 
Holland, Flanders, &c. or of all the Sea- 
Coaſt at leaſt, they wiſely incorporated 
themſelves with that Nation, and by that 
means they became ſtronger than they were 
before. And which the greateſt Conqueſts 
do never make any People, but rather the 
Weaker, if the Natives be totally deſtroy'd, 
or drove away, or be preſerved, but ſtill as 
a diſtinct People, from thoſe that conquered 
them. | 
The Saxons finding, that the employing of 
their Strength by Land againſt their Neigh- 
bours the Gauls, who were ſupported by the 
Romans, did turn to no Account, they ap- 
plied themſelves wholly to the Sea, of which 
they had now a very long Coaſt. And on 
that Element, Orofeus faith, they were terri- 
ble, both for their Courage and their Apili- 
ty ; and being abſolute Maſters at Sea, they 
frequently viſited the Coaſts of Gaul and Bri- 
tain; where having made Deſcents, they 
plundred the Country, returned Home, — 
| en 


= . 
den with Spoils. And tho' they now and 
then met with Blows aſhore, at Sea they were 
in no Danger but from Storms; by this 
Means the Sea-Coaſt of Britain was better 
known to the Saxons than to the Britains 
themſelves, long before they were invited by 
the Britains into it. 
Olf all the Saxons, or at leaſt of all thoſe 
that conquered the Southern Part of Britain, 
the Argli were the moſt conſiderable; and 
which Conqueſt, was, for that Reaſon called 
England, after their Name. 
The Scott are generally believed to be Triſß, 
and to have come from Treland into Britain. 
But tho it is certainly true of the Higb- Land 
Scots, who to this Day ſpeak the r:/þ Lan- 
'\, guage, the Low-Land Scots do ſeem to have 
1 been a Saxon, or German, and not an Triſb. 
Nation. And that for three Reaſons : 

The Firſt is, Its being manifeſt from the 
8 Notitia Imperii, that there was a German Na- 
EY tion called Attacoti, and who are by Ammia- 
nus Marcelliuus (aid to have together with the 
| Scoti much moleſted Britain. Now, beſides 


the Affinity which there is betwixt theſe two 
| Names, the Scoti and Attacoti are ſpoke of 
| by that Contemporary Learned Hiſtorian, as 
Neighbours and Confederates. 

Secondly, The Scoti are by Giraldus Cam- 
brenfis, believing them to be a German People, 
Called Goths, 
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But 
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But the Laſt, and chief Reaſon is, The 
Saxon Language being ſpoken all over the 


Low-lands of Scotland, to the moſt Nor- 


thern Part of the Iſland. The very Name 
Scotland, and the Names of its Metropolis, 
and of its other great Towns and Counties, 
are plainly Saxon; and which could not have 
been, if that Country had not been Peopled 


by a Saxon Nation; no, not if they had con- 
quered it, if they had not peopled it too: For 
tho' a Conquering Sword can change the Re- 


ligion, the Government, and the Laws in its 
Conqueſts, their Languages will not be 


changed by it, whilſt the Conquered do con- 


tinue to be the Body of the People. So the 
Britains having been all either deſtroyed, or 
driven into a Corner of the Iſland, and their 
Country Peopled by Saxons, the Saxon Lan- 
guage came of courſe into it; whereas the 
Normans, who did likewiſe conquer England, 
and didall that was in their Power to have 
brought the French Language into it, were not 
able to do it; and the Reaſon was, becauſe the 
Engliſh did, under the Norman Government, 
ſtill continue to be the Body of the Nation; 
few Normans, beſides thoſe that were in their 


Armies, having come to ſettle themſelves in 


England. | 
So for the ſame Reaſon the Goths, Vandals, 


and Sue vi, tho they conquered Spain, were 


not able to bring their Language into it ; 
nor the Franc: into Gaul, nor the Longobardi 
into 
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into Itah, their Languages, in defiance of 
their Swords, having been vanquiſhed ſo by 


the Languages which they found in thoſe 


Countries, as to be quite loſt in the Second 
Generation. And in truth, the Saxons were 
the only Conquerors that brought their Lan- 
guage to be the Language of their Conqueſts, 
and to which they gave their Name alſo; 
as all the reſt have done, except the Got hi 
and Sue vi. Gaul having been called France, 
from the Franks ; the Southern Part of Spain, 
Andalufia, or Vandalufia, from the Vandals; 
the Ciſalpine Gaul, Lombardy from the Longo- 
Bards; one Part of Pannonia, Hungary, from 
the Huns; and another Part of it Sclavonia, 
from the Sclavi : The Normans likewiſe gave 
the Name of Normandy to that Part of France 
which they conquered, but were not able to 
change the Name of Esgland. The Saxons 
gave the Name of Walſh, that is Gauliſp, to 
the Britains that remained, and from thence 


they came to be called Welch, and their 
Country Wales. The ſame Name was given 
to the Ciſalpine Gauls by the Lombards when 


they conquered them ; and to this Day the 
People of that Country are called Walſh by 
the Germans, 

But if the Britains were by the Saxons 
called Wekh, or Walaiſh, to ſigniſie they 
were Foreigners or Strangers, as many ſay 
they were; it is a notable Inſtance of how _ 

1. . © little 
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little a Superiour Power is concerned, whe- 
ther what it ſaith be reaſonable or not. 

Tho' we are not told when the Low-lands 
of Scotland were Conquered-and Peopled by 
a Saxon Nation, call'd Scot; yet ſince ue 
do no where read of the Saxons, by whom 
the Southern Parts of Britain were Con- 
quered, having ever Conquered, and much 
leſs Peopled thoſe Northern Parts of it ; there 


is great Reaſon to believe that it muſt have 


been done before the Time of that Southern 
Saxon Conqueſt ; and that the Scorz ſpoken of 
in Britain before that time, were thoſe Sax- 
o who having deſtroy'd the Pitti, whom 
do reckon to have been the Northern Bri- 
tains, did, in proceſs of time poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of thoſe Low: lands. 

Neither is Ireland having been formerly 
called Scotia Major, any Proof to the con- 
trary: tor as it is by later Hiſtorians that 
Ireland is called ſo, ſo it is moſt probable that 
Ireland in latter times had that Name given 
it to diſtinguiſh it from the Scots Higb- lands 
which retained its Language, Habit, and 
Cuſtoms, and which having been conquered, 
tho not Peopled by the Scorz, had come to 
be called Scotland. | | 

bu: tho I am at preſent fully perſwaded 
that this is the true Account of the Origine 
of the Low- land Scots; yet if any of the 
Learned Perſons that are of another Opinion, 
will but ſhew how the Saxon Language could 

+ be 
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be brought into that Country without its ha- 


ving been Peopled by Saxons, it will go a 


great way towards the bringing me over to 
them. The Time when the Scoti came firſt 
into the Low-lands, and the 7riſh into the 
High-lands being unknown to me, I ſhall leave 


the Settling of that time to thoſe who have 


looked into the Ancient Records of that 
Kingdom; tho' I cannot but ſay, that Ge- 
nuin Records, reaching to their Origine, 
are ſcarce Commodities in all Nations, tho' 
there are few or none that do not pretend to 
have them. 

The Goths were a People of Scythia, on 
the North-ſide of the Euxine Sea; but having 
in Proceſs of Time flitted, or removed from 
thence to Boryſteni, and the Mouths of the 
Ifter, they were there divided into Oro. Gothz, 
cr Eaftern-Goths, and Vifi-Gathi, or Weſtern- 
Goths ; and having been driven from thoſe 
Seats by the Huns and Alans, they had leave 


from the Emperor Yalence to ſettle them- 


ſelves in Thracia and the adjacent Countries, 
as Confederates of the Roman Empire; and it 
was out of thoſe Parts that the Got hs did 
come, who made that Name fo Famous by 
their great Conqueſts. I know there is a 
Royal Argument for the Conquering Goths 
having been a People of Denmark, and of 
Sweden, and 'of the adjacent Iſlands. The 
Sovereign Princes of thoſe two Kingdoms, 
having, upon that Suppoſition, taken upon 
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them the Title of the King of the Goths. 
But tho' Crowns are great Things, Truth is 
greater, and which being more likely to be 
found in Contemporary Hiſtorians, than in 
Heraids, it muſt not, being met with in them, 
be facrificed to any Deterences : Not that 
there might not be a People in thoſe Nor- 
thern Countries which were called Goths ; 
but ſuppoſing there was, it 1s pretty certain 
that they were not the Famous Goths who - 
erected the Great Monarchy in Spain and 
Gaul; and of this Magnus Gothus was ſo ſen- 
ſible, that without any tolerable Authority 
he will have his Country Goths, to have 
Conquered and Peopled Scythia to the very 
Palus Meotis, and to have been the Anceſtors 
of the Goths, which came many Ages after 
from thoſe Parts, and did raiſe that Name ſo 
bigh. Beſides, that there is no Authority 
for all this, it has a natural Improbability in it, 
that renders it almoſt incredible: Which is, 
That People ſhould go ſo far, and toil and 
fight ſo much for no other purpoſe, but that 
they might ſettle themſelves in worſe Coun- 
tries than their own, which they left. And 
if Goth; be a Corrupyon of Getz, as proba- 
bly it is, their firſt try will be found 


about rhe Euxine, and not near the Baltick 
Sea, notwithſtanding the Iſland that is in it, 
and the Country that is near it, called Got- 
land, or Gutland, for ſo they are called by 
their Inhabitants. Now, whether Gor, or 

Gut, 
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Gut, in the beginning of thoſe Names, was 
derived from the Goths, or from ſome other 
Word, I ſhall leave to the Enquiry of thoſe 
who underſtand the Swedi/h Tongue: But 
this Jam ſure of, that in Exgliſb there are 
Names that begin with Goth and Got, as Go- 
theridge, Gothill, and Gotacre, that were not 
called ſo from that People, but were, I ſup- 
poſe, called fo from the Word God, or the 
Word Good. | 

The Yandals, of whom the two fore- men · 

tioned Princes do likewiſe ſtile themſelves 
Kings, were not of any of their Countries, 
tho' they were much nearer to them than the 
Got hs; the Vandals being a Nation of the Sax- 
ons, and did all live on the South Side of the 
Balticſ Sea. 
The Frauci were ſeveral German Nations, 
who lived on the Eaſt- ſide of the Lower - Rhine; 
and who having Confederated together, did 
all take upon them the Name of Franci, or 
Freemen; thereby declaring, That they were 
reſolved to periſh, rather than become Tri- 
butaries to the Romans, as their Neighbours 
the Gauls were. ; 

The Suevi were a great German People on 
the Upper-Rhine ; reaching from the top of that 
River, to the River A/b»; they and their 
neighbouring Nations did take on them the 
Name of Alamans, much about the fame 
time, and with the ſame generous Intention 
that the German Nations on the 9 
too 
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took on them the Name of Franci; and as 
if they reckoned, that a conquered People did 
not deſerve the Name of Men, by that new 
Name of Alamans, or All men, they decla- 
red they would die, rather than be con- 
quered. 

The Longobardi, called fo by the Romans, 
for their Long Beards, were a Saxon Nation, 
vio lived in that Country which is now 


called Brandenburg ; and who having in Italy 


conquered Gallia Ciſalpina, did give it the 
Name of Longobardi, now Lombardy. 

Beſides theſe I have mentioned, there were 
Twenty German Nations more, but which 
having all long ago ſunk into ſome of the 
fore-mentioned, I thought it was needleſs to 
name them here. 

The Sclavi were a People that lived in the 
Countries, which are now called Poland and 
Lithuania; and it is very plain from their 
Language, and which is ſpoke to this Day in 
thoſe Countries, that they were no German 
Nation; in proceſs of time they either con- 
quered, or ſlipt into Sclavonia, and the Coun- 
tries about it; when the former Inhabitants 
had left them in a manner, and were gone 
with the Gozhs in queſt of better Countries: 
Many of the Sc/avs having been taken, 
and made Bond-men in the Time of Charles 
the Great, did in France, and in other 
Parts, give the Name of Slaves to all Bond- 
men, 

The 
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The Huns were an Aiatict Scythian Nation, 
who lived beyond the Palus Mzots, as did 
the Alanus alſo, who having been beat by the 
Huus, joy ned with them when they ſwarmed 
into the European Scythia; where driving the 
Goths before them, they advanced as far as 


Pannonia, and having fixed their Seat there, 


did give it the Name of Hungary. 

The Gauls were for Numbers and Extent of 
Land, the greateſt People we read of any 
where ; for of that Nation I do reckon the 
Spaniards, Britains and Iriſh, to have been, 
no leſs than the Inhabitants of the two Gal- 
lias, one of which is now called Lombardy, 
and the other which is now called France, did 
reach from the 4tlantick Ocean, to the Weſtern 


Banks of the Rhine. And whoſe Language is 


ſpoke no where now but in Wales, Ireland, 
and the Highlands of Scotland, and in thoſe 
Countries in Dialects ſo different, that I am 


told the Welſh and Iriſh do not underſtand one 


another. 
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Of the Religion and Learning of theſe Countries, 


UCH of theſe Nations as were German, 
did all ſpeak the ſame Language, and 
worſhip the ſame Gods; the Memory of four 


of which Gods is {till preſerved, in all Parts 


where the German Tongue is ſpoke, 1n the 


Names of Four of the Days of the Week; * 


to wit, Tueſday, Wedneſday, Thurſday and 
Friday. Verſtigan will have the other three 
Days of the Week to have had their Names 
likewiſe from the Three German Gods, Sun, 
Moon and Seater But conſidering, that theſe 


Days among the Romans did bear the Names 


of the ſame Three Gods; it is more pro- 
bable that the Germans had thoſe Names from 
the Romans, than that the Romans had them 
from the Germans. 

In their Worſhip they were all involved in 
the Inhumanity of offering Men, Women 
and Children alive in Sacrifice to their Gods; 
in which, tho it was an abominable Barba- 
rity, they were ſo far from being ſingular, 
that it was the Practice of the Gauls likewiſe, 
and at one time or another of all the Idola- 
trous Nations on the Earth; and we ſee that 


to keep the Jews from it, was not an eaſy 


Matter. 


For Learning it does not appear that they 
had any, no not ſo much as the Knowledge 


of 
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of Letters; tho' a certain Romantick Wr 
ter, will have them to have been great Ma- 
ſters in the Pithagorean Philoſophy 3 but tho 
they had among them no Clergy or Learning, 
it appears from their excellent Conſtitution 
of Government, that they wanted not Mo- 
ther-Wit, or true Wiſdom. The Laws 
brought by them into their Conqueſts, which 
were the Feudal, are likewiſe a plain Proof, 
that tho' they wanted Learning, and for that 
Reaſon were called Barbarians, by the Na- 
tions, that abounded with it; yet that they 
wanted not Policy. 
The Huns and Alans who were Afaaticks, 
are by Jornandes ſaid to have had no Religion 
nor Superſtition, or if they did worſhip any 
God, that it was their Sword to which, 
{ticking it in the Ground, they did uſe to 
pay (ome Reverences. 

The Firſt of theſe Nations that turned 
Chriſtian, were the Goths and Suevi; but 
they having been converted to that Faith by 
Arian Biſhops, ſent to them by the Emperor 
Palens, who was himſelf an Arian, did long 
adhere to that Hereſy, but were converted 
from it about an hundred Years before their 
great Monarchy in Spain was deſtroy'd by 
the Moors, The Franks were likewiſe con- 
verted early, and in Proceſs of Time the 
Saxons, and all the reſt of theſe Nations; 
and notwithſtanding before ſeveral of their 
Converſions, Chriſtianity was corrupted _ 

a Mix- 
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a Mixture of divers Heatheniſh Superſtitions; 
its true and genuine Doctrines, were never- 
theleſs ſo powerful, as to mollifie their na- 
tural Ferity and Savageneſs very much, and 
to civilize their Manners in all the Relations 
of Life. 


—— 
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Of theſe Nations great Numbers. 


IT has ba long a Matter of ſome Won- 


der, how the barren Countries out of 
which the Swarms of Men came, that lighted 
ſo heavy on the Roman Empire, ſhould then 
be ſo much more fertil of People, than they 
have ever been ſince ; and this prodigious 
Fertility having been looked on as a thing cer- 
tain, there have been divers Speculations a- 
bout the Cauſes of it. It is by Mariana at- 
tributed to two Things, the one is the Nor- 
thern People being, by reaſon of the Cold of 
their Climate, more prolifick than the Sou- 
thern ; and the other is promiſcuous Vene- 
ries having been in uſe among them. The 


. Firſt is no Reaſon at all, for thoſe Countries 


being then more populous than they are 
now, the Climate being till the ſame, and 
as cold as ever it was. And the Second, 
however it may appear in Speculation, does 
ſeem to have Experience againſt it. The 
Countries in which Plurality of Wives, and 

pro- 
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promiſcuous Venery are allowed, being ob- 
ſerved not to be ſo populous, as the Coun- 
tries where both thoſe Liberties are prohi- 

bited. - 
Tr was the finding it not to be eaſy, to give 
a ſatisfactory Reaſon for this ſuppoſed extra- 
ordinary Fertility, that firſt led me to exa- 
mine the Evidences upon which it has been 
ſo generally believed; and upon as ſevere an 
Enquiry as I was able to make, thoſe Evi- 
dences did not appear to me to be ſtrong e- 
- nough, to make that Matter indubitable, and 

that for the three following Reaſons. | 

Firſt, Becauſe unleſs we knew the certain 
Bounds of thoſe Countries, and which we are 
very far from knowing, we cannot judge by 
the great Armies that went out of them, whe- 
ther they were extraordinary populous, or 
no: For tho' a Country that is certainly 
known to be ſmall, having ſent forth great 
Armies, is a Proof of its being very popu- 
lous at that Time; it is no Evidence at all, 
of a vaſt Country's being ſo. 

Secondly, Becauſe tho' the chief Nation in 
thoſe Expeditions did bear the Name of the 
whole, yet ſince ſeveral neighbouring Nati- 
ons, the Extent of whoſe Lands is not known, 
might joyn with them in the forming of 
thoſe great Armies; as in Fact they did, their 
having caſt ſuch great Swarms, can be no E- 
vidence of their having been extraordinary 


populous. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, If in thoſe Countries, all that 
were fit to bear Arms went into the Armies, 
as it is very probable they did, their Armies 
might be as great as any of them are ſaid to 
have been, and yet their Countries not have 
been very populous: Conſidering, how by 
reaſon of their ſimple, ruſtick, and frouſy 
Way of living, they had few or no Artificers 
or Trades-men among them ; and who in po- 
lite Countries, are 'a great Part of the Peo- 
ple; ſo that they had none among them, 
that had Strength enough to carry Arms, that 
were not fit to uſe them; having been all 
bred up to Hunting, and to other man-like 
Exerciſes, which fitted them for Soldiers. 
Beſides, great Multitudes of Women, and 
who are faid to have been as warlike as the 


Men, went along with thoſe Armies; and 


who, whether they fought or not, would to 
the Eye make them look more numerous, 
than they would have looked otherwiſe. 


Neither have we any Reaſon to think, that 


the Perſons from whom we have the Ac- 
counts of the Numbers that were in thoſe 
Armies, did ever either muſter them, or tell 
them, but did gueſs at their Numbers by 
their own, or other Peoples Eyes ; and there 
is not any thing our Eyes ſo groſly impoſe 
on us in, as in Numbers, which if great, 
are.judged by the Eye to be double to what 
they are. Now adding to all this, that thoſe 
Countries have in them at this Time, many 

oreat 
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great Cities and Towns, filled with Artificers 
and Trades-Men, and which they had not 


then; one may, I think, venture to af- 


firm, that it was not unlikely that they 
have more People in them now, than they 
had in thoſe Days, tho' not ſo many that are 
fit for Soldiers: For it muſt be no great 
Country now, that has not 200000 Men in 
it, ſtrong enough to carry Arms, and that 
was the Number of one of the greateſt of 
thoſe Armies, and which we have Reaſon to 
believe was taken by the Eye, and not by the 
Poll, and that Provinces were emptied fo by 
their having gone out of them, that if dou- 
ble that Number of People went out of the 
- ſame Provinces now, they would leave more 
behind them. So the High-lands of Scotland, 
tho' they are by much the leaſt populous 
Parts of that Kingdom, yet by Reaſon of 
the ſame ſimple and courſe way of Living, 
and their Peoples being bred up to the ſame 
Exerciſes, will in Proportion to their Num- 
bers, preſently furniſh more that are fit to be 
Soldiers, than the more populous Low-lands ; 
and it is for the ſame Reaſon the ſame with 


the Iriſh, and the Provinces in which they 
are planted, PR 


of 
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Of their Forms of Government, 


ACI Us in his Book De moribus Ger- 
manorum, gives the following Account 
of the German Form of Government. 

De minoribus rebus Principes conſultant, de 
majoribus omnes; ita tamen, ut ea quoque quo- 
rum penes plebem Arbitrium eſt, apud Principes 
pertrectentur: coeunt, niſi quid fortuitum & 
ſubitum inciderit, certis Diebus, cum aut in- 
choatur Luna aut impletur : nam agendis rebus 
hoc Auſpicatiſſimum initium credunt : Nec Die- 
rum numerum ut nos, ſed Noctium computant, 
fic conſlituunt, fic condicunt, Nox ducere Diem 
widetur ; illud ex Libertate Vitium, quod non 
ſimul nec juſſi conveniunt, ſed & alter & Tertius 
Dies Contatione coeuntium abſumitur, Ut Tur- 
be placuit, confidunt Armati; Silentium per 
Sacerdotes, quibus tum & coercendi jus eſt, im- 
peratur. Mox Rex vel Princeps, prout Aitas 
cuigue, prout Nobilitas, prout decus Bellorum, 
prout Pacundia eft, audiuntur ; Authoritate 
ſuadendi, magis quam jubendi Poteſtate : Si 


diſplicuit Senteutia, fremitu aſpernantur ; fin 


placuit, frameas concutiunt : Honoratiſſimum aſ- 
{enſus genus eſt Armis laudare. 
Eliguntur in ijſdem Conſilijs & Principes qui 
jura per pagos vicoſque reddunt. 
About leſſer Matters their Princes conſult 
together, but about the greater they all — 
| Ut 
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but ſo that the Things of which. the People 
have the Deciſion, muſt be handled by the 
Princes : They aſſemble themſelves together, 
if they be not hindred by ſome ſudden Ac- 
cident, on certain Days, and which are the 
Days either of the new or full Moon, rec- 
koning them to be the moſt lucky for the 
diſpatching of Buſineſs: Neither do they 
count Time as we do by Days, but by Nights; 
and do conſtitute and appoint ſo, as if the 
Night were before the Day. One Fault of 
their Liberty is, that they will not aſſemble 
being commanded, nor come all together at 


the ſame time, ſo that two or three Days are 


loſt by the Slowneſs of thoſe that are to 
meet; thoſe that are in Arms do ſit as pleaſeth 
the People, and Silence is commanded by the 
Prieſts, who have a coercive Power in that 
Caſe. Firſt, the King or Prince ſpeaketh, 
and after him the reſt, according to their 
Age, Nobility, Glory in War or Eloquence, 
but with an Authority of perſwading, more 
than with the Power of commanding ; if 
what is ſpoke be diſliked, they reject it 
with Hiſſing; but if approved of they knock 
the Benches ; but the moſt honourable Way 
of giving their Aſſent to any Thing is by 
ſhaking of Arms. 

In thoſe Councils the Princes or Counts 
are likewiſe choſen, who are to adminiſter 
Juſtice over the Country. 


From 
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From this Account two Things are plain: 

Firſt, That the Germans had all Kings. 

Secondly, That the Authority of their Kings 
was bounded by Laws. 

And as this was their Form of Government 
in their own Countries, it continued to be fo 
in all their Conqueſts ; neither indeed could 
it well be otherwiſe, conſidering that the Ar- 


mies by which thoſe Conqueſts were made, 
were not like the Armies now-a-days, com- 


poſed of People which have been either Preſ- 
ſed into them, or that come into them for 
ſo much a Day; but were compoſed of No- 
bles, and other Free- men, who came into 
them voluntarily as Adventurers, and whoſe 
Reward for their Service, was to be their 


Share of the Spoils of their vanquiſned Ene- 


mies. Now this having been plainly the Con- 
dition of thoſe Conquering Armies, is it con- 
ceiveable, that in their Conqueſts, their 
Princes ſhould offer to reward the great Ser- 
vices of ſuch Soldiers, or rather Adventurers, 
with changing their Condition from that of 
Free- men, to that of Bond- men, the Subjects 
of Arbitrary and Lawleſs Princes being no 
better; or that if their Princes had offered 


wy 


to have made ſuch a ſtrange Change, that 


they would have ſuffered them to have made 
it. For ſince it is much more eligible to be 
Free-men in the Worſt Countries, than Bond- 
men in the Beſt, muſt not the Saxons have 
{ought here to good Purpole, if for 1 

on- 
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Conquered the Britains, they had been re- 
warded with their having had ſuch a Change 
made in their Condition, But it is not only 
unreaſonable to think that there was any ſuch 
Change made at that time, but in Fact it is 
certain that there was not. For in England 
and Scotland that German Form of Govern- 
ment remains to this Day; neither has it 
been long out of France and Spain, and in 
which Kingdoms there are ſtill ſome REmains 
of it. | 

By the way, to diſcover the true Reaſons 
why the Europeans have always been, ſo much 
more than the Aſaticts, for being governed 
by ſtanding Laws, made by their own. Con- 
ſent, rather than ſolely by the Wills of their 


Kings, would be an acceptable Curioſity, if 


any would be at the Pains to gratifie the 
World with it. But ro return, 

Now this being conſidered, is it not a great 
piece of Confidence in any that are for bring- 
ing England under a Commonwealth Form of 
Government,if there be any among us ſo mad 
as to think of it, to aſſume to themſelves the 
Honourable Title of True Engliſhmen ; and 
have they, who would make our Princes Arbi- 
trary and Abſolute, any better Right to that 
Title: Since it is plain, that the Ang/i were 
perfect Strangers to both thoſe two Forms of 
Government. 
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Tho? Tacitus ſaith nothing of it, it is pro - 
bable the German Monarchies were all Ele- 
ctive, and did continue ſo for ſome time in all 
their Conqueſts. Some of which having in pro- 
ceſs of time juſtly grown weary of that Form 
of Government, by reaſon of the violent Diſ- 
ſentions and Tragical Strugglings that do com- 
monly attend ſo great Elections, they made 
their Crowns Hereditary, but ſo, as not to 
allow their Princes, aſter that, any more Au- 
thority than they had before, whilſt they were 


Elective; the Legiſlature having been ſtill con- 


tinued by them, ſo in the King, Nobles, and 


People, that no Law could be made, ſuſpended, 


and repealed but with their common Conſent. 
By the way, I cannot but note here, That 
the German Cuſtom of reckoning Time by 
Nights, and not by Days, of which Tacitus 
takes notice, has a Proof ſtill remaining in 
our Language, in which a Week is called a 
 Sennight, or Seven Nights, / 


The Government of the Goths, Huns, and 


Alans, was the ſame with the Germans, ſo that 


great Monarchy, which was erected by the 


Goths in Spain, did continue Elective, and li- 
mited by Laws made by the King, Nobles, 
and People, from the time of its Foundation, 
until its Fall. And till of late Years the Mo- 


narchies of Hungary and Bohemia were Ele- 


ctive. Neither was that Form of Govern- 
ment ever freely changed, for being Inconve- 
a | | nient, 
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nient, by the States of thoſe Realms, but by 
the Violence and Subtilty of the Houſe of 
Auſtria. And it would have been no ſmall 
Happineſs tothe Proteſtant Religion in gene- 
ral, if our King James the. Firſt would have 
underſtood that the Monarchy of Bohemia 
had been ſo. "0 


cl, — 


— 


Of the Chief Cauſe of the Succeſſes of the 


Barbarous Nations. 


IHRE E Things, beſides the Divine 

Ordination, did viſibly contribute much 

to the Roman Empire's being pulled down, 
when it was, by the barbarous Nations. 

The Firſt was, the Diviſion which was 
made by Conſtantine the Great of that Empire, 
among his Sons. 

The Second was, the great Convulſions, in- 
to which it was thrown frequently, by the 


tumultuary Elections of divers Emperors in 


diſtant Places. | 

The Third was, its Bounds continuing to be 
{till of the ſame vaſt Extent, after it had 
not Strength left to defend them, 

But there was a Fourth Thing, that in my 
Opinion did contribute more to its being pul- 
led down, than any of the former; which 
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was, the barbarous Nations having been about 
that time Inſtructed by the Romans in all the 
Arts and Diſcipline of War, without which, 
the greateſt Bodies of Men, tho' in their Per- 
ſons never ſo Brave, are not able to grapple 
with leſſer Numbers, perſonally not ſo Stout, 
Cemented together by good Order. 
It may indeed juſtly be queſtioned, Whe- 
ther the Saxons that Conquered Britain, whoſe 
Force lay chiefly in a Sea, in which the Ro- 
mans had no Fleets, did ever learn any thing 
of Military Diſcipline-from them. But ſup» 
poſing they did not, they needed it not much 
in the Conqueſts which they made; in which 
they had not Roman Armies to fight with, 
there being few Romans left in this Iſland 
when they Conquered its Southern Parts, but 
Britains, who underſtood as little of Military 
Diſcipline as they did: Beſides, that there was 
*a good deal of Treachery in that Conqueſt, 
and for that Reaſon the leſs of War init. And 
as to the fighting Part, it was the ſame with 
the Scoti and the Britiſh Pit; but with the 
barbarous Nations which invaded the Roman 
Empire in Italy, Gaul, and Spain, it was quite 
otherwiſe. In all which Countries, they met 
with Armies they would not have been able 
td have grappled with, if they had not had 
\ Diſcipline among them. 
The Romans were undoubtedly too Wiſe a 
People, not to fore-ſce of how ill Conſequence 
it 
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it might be to them to have Great and Fierce 
Nations, who underſtood nothing of War be- 
ſides down-right Blows and Fighting, inſtru- 
ed in its Stratagems, ever to have taught 
them, if they had not been forc'd to it, and 
would probably, rather than have done it, 
have contracted their Borders to ſome Propor- 
tion with the remaining Strength. But when 
the [ntereſt, Security, and Honour of the Em- 
pire came to be ſo little conſidered, that they 
were all, at every Turn, ſacrificed to the Am- 
bition of the Pretenders to it; thoſe Preten- 
ders did, to ſtrengthen themſelves againſt their 
Rivals, as they had Opportunity, take great 
Numbers of the barbarous Nations into their 


Armies, and in which they gladly taught them 


the Diſcipline of War. 

A ſmall Door was indeed opened to this 
Evil, by the wiſe Emperor Auguſtus, who be- 
ing afraid to truſt the Romans with his Perſon, 
who he knew were generally diſpleaſed with 
the Change he had made of their Government, 
did take Batavians for the Guard of his Body. 
That Emperor did likewiſe, and perhaps for 
the ſame Reaſon, take into his Armies ſuch 
great Numbers of Remote Gauls, that Tacitus 
faith it was become a Saying among them, 
Nihil validum in Exercitibus Romanis nift quod 
externum: That nothing was Stout in the Roman 
Armies that was not Foreign. And the Empe- 
ror Claudius, who never did a wife Action in 
K k 3 his 
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his Life, was ſo fond of thoſe People, that he 
preferred them to the Romans. But tho this 


might not be very ſafe, it was nothing ſo dan- 


gerous a>» what was done afterwards ; theſe 
Barbarians having all lived in Countries which 
had been Conquered by the Romans, and 
who having all lived for ſome time under 
their Government, might have felt it ſo eaſie, 
as to be willing to fight to ſupport it. But 
it was quite otherwiſe with the Unconquered 
Barbarous Nations, who were on the German 
ſide of the Rhine; who after they had learnt 
the Roman Military Diſcipline, and had been 
ſhewed how much better Countries /taly and 
Gaul were, than their own; it was not at all 
likely, that they would fight long for any 
but themſelves; or that they would be long 
contented with their Native Cold Climates, 
and Barren Soil, after they found themſelves 
ſtrong enough to help themſelves to better, 
Ihe firſt, thatI read of, that made uſe of 
the Unconquered Germans in great Bodies, 
was Conſtantine, there having been many Bat- 
talions of A. amans and Fraxks in the Army, 
wherewith he Fought and Vanquiſhed Max- 
entius. And Maguantius, who was himſelf a 
German, but had fought long in the Roman 
Armies, when he ſet up to be Emperor, had 
in his Army many more Germans than Romans. 
And Gratian having, whilſt he was a Child, 
been raiſed to the Empire by the great w_ 
of 
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of Merodates, a German Captain, he filled both 
his Court and Camp with Germans. 
Alter it had been thus in the Weſtern Empire 

for ſome time with the Unconquered Germans, 
it came to be the ſame in the Eaſtern with the 
Goths, Vandals, Hum, and Alans, in the time 
of the Emperor Theodoſius, who to ſtrengthen 
himſelf againſt Maximus, did take great Bodies 
of thoſe Nations into his Armies ; and having 
with their Aſſiſtance ſubdued his Rival, he 
preferred their Chieftains to the higheſt Ci- 
vil and Military Poſts; for which piece of 
_— the Roman Empire paid dear ſoon 
2 ter. . : 
Stilico, who was a Vandal, and by whom 
the Goths were firſt encouraged to Invade the 
Empire, was ſo much in Theodoftus's Favour, 
that he married him to his Niece, and truſted 
him with the chief Command in the Weſtern 
Empire, And Arbogaſtes a Frank, who did 
treacherouſly procure the Name of Emperor 
for one Eugenias keeping the Authority of it 
to himſelf, was ſo far truſted by Theodoftus, 
that he appointed him to be Governor in the 
Weſt to the young Emperor Yalentinianus. 
And Alarieus the Goth, by whom Rome was 
ſacked not many Yearsafter Dbeodorw's Death, 
was ſhewed his way into /Yaly by the Romaus, 
with whom he had marched twice into it from 
Pannonia, as a General, in Tbeodeſiuss Armies, 
In a word, at the time when the barbarous 
Kk4 Nations 
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Nations did ruſh in upon the Roman Empire on 


all Sides as ſo many Torrents, all, or moſt of 


their Leaders had been Captains in the Roman 
Armies, and in which moſt of the Soldiers 
likewiſe that followed them, had ſerved as 
Auxiliaries, and who had all by that means 
come to underſtand the Diſcipline of War, 
and which they might never have done, if it 

had not been taught them by the Romans. 
Thus, to uſe the words of a Prophet, The 
Ravenous Birds of every Wing, that picked out 
the Eyes of the Roman Eagles, were hatched 
Soldiers by them; and who having deſtroyed 
the Roman Empire, did make way for the E- 
recting of that Empire in its place, of which 
St. Paul (peaks in the 2d Chap. of his 2d Epiſt. 
to the Theſſalonians, where, by, He that now 
letteth, the Roman Empire was plainly meant. 
For if that Empire had to this Day continued 
as entire as it was when the Apoſtle writ that 
Epiſtle, the Papal Empire could never have 
| ſprung up in its Metropolis. And for that 
Reaſon, the firſt Chriſtians did ule to tell their 
Perſecutors, That they were ſo far from being E- 
nemies to the Empire, and its Stability, that they 
prayed fervently to God for its Preſervation 3 
knowing from their Prophecies, but namely from 
the abovementioned, That whenever the preſent 
Empire was deſtroyed, another would ſpring up in 
its Seat, that would be more cruelly Antichriſtian. 
And was ever any Prophecy more 8 
: | 4 coz 


filled, or were any Fears ever juſter than thoſe 

| derived from that Prophecy; and which made 

| the Firſt Chriſtians, tho' Perſecuted for their 

wW Religion by the Rowan Empire, to pray fer- 

vently for its Continuance, as a leſſer Evil, 

| than that which was in proceſs of time to 
| ſucceed it: Infinitely more Chriſtian Blood 

| having been ſhed by the Papal Empire, and 

its Agents, for not complying with the Ido- 

AI try of its Worſhip, than ever was ſhed by 
| Rome Heathen. - | 
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The End of the Sixth Trac. 


